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Legislators Wayne Horsley & Tom Cilmi 

Seek Property Tax Relief for Sandy Victims 

 
Suffolk County Legislators Tom Cilmi (R-East Islip) and Wayne Horsley (D-Babylon) have asked County 
Executive Steve Bellone to request Governor Cuomo to suspend a law that requires municipalities to 
charge penalties and interest for late payment of taxes.  
 
The Suffolk County Tax Act in New York State law requires specific penalties and interest to be levied 
as the result of late payment of property taxes.  Cilmi and Horsley would like the Governor, through 
his Executive powers during an emergency declaration, to temporarily suspend this requirement to 
give residents impacted by Superstorm Sandy extra time to pay their property tax bills.  State law 
requires that the request come from the Chief Executive of a municipality.  Horsley and Cilmi sent a 
letter to County Executive Bellone today asking that he make such a request. 
 
Cilmi said, “All of us in elected office today have seen devastation like we’ve never seen before as a 
result of Sandy.  People are desperately trying to get back on their feet.  The least we can do is show 
some empathy by not charging these folks penalties for paying their taxes late.  Putting food in their 
children’s mouths and rebuilding their homes should be their number one priority.” 
 
Deputy Presiding Officer Horsley stated, “Many of our residents have been catastrophically impacted 
by Super Storm Sandy.  This storm of epic proportions has affected residents and business owners 
both financially and emotionally. We have an obligation as elected officials to assist our residents 
who were devastated by Sandy as they struggle to rebuild their homes, their businesses and their 
lives.  An extension on the deadline for real property tax payments would provide residents in the 
affected areas with some relief.” 

Horsley and Cilmi are calling on the County Executive to assist them with this request.  
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